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Ths writer hw deiiied to lufgett to liis brethren 
and liiten, engaged in the gr^t and hi^y re- 
•ponaible oflke of caligioua teaokart, a regular 
and profitable oourae of reading and itndy. With 
thta main object in view he haa called the atten- 
tion of hii readen, in the first chapters, to the 
importance of the Sabbath School Institution, only 
to prepare the way to present a short outline of 
the indespensable mental and moral qualifications 
of the Teacher, and the sources from whence they 
may be obtained. The blessing of Crod is asked 
upon this humble efifort, that it may lead some of 
those to whom it is immediately addressed to a 
higher appreciation of their duties, a more ade- 
quate preparation for their discharge, and to a 
deeper and richer experience of that gospel, which 
is the powtr qf Ood unto sahatitm. 
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CHAPTjat I. 

The history of meui« and ag^eneies 
in tbe church ia the history of the pecu- 
liar wants aod exi^^cies of the tiroes. 
No determined and immutahle formulas 
of action were marked out fcy our Lord, 
when he established his church on the 
earth, or by his inspired apostlen who 
commenced the execution of his vast 
designs. One htoad, comprehensive 
command alone, expiessed hm wU and 
the dut^ of his followers -^^^ Goye into 
cU the world and preach die gospel to 
moety 'Creature;** while the muiner of 
carrying out, in all ages, this heavenly 
commission, w9m left to be modified by 
the waals of ihs oocaaton, under Jbiis 
own Divine and i^onddAfiliMl fttp^gk- 
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tendency — *^ ^nd lo I I am with you 
always^ even unto the end of the toorld.** 
Under this heavenly superyision, the 
spiritual church of Christ has been un- 
dFected by the continued and moment- 
ous changes and advances in the moral 
and scientific world. 

With astonishing &cility it ha» adapt- 
ed itself to every varying phase in the 
world's history ; to every change in 
political economy, and to every ad- 
vance in human knowledge. 

It matters not whether the form of 
government be monarchical or republi- 
can, whether one, an hundred^ on aU 
rule, the religion of Christ offers up its 
prayers for, and confers its blessings 
upon, the king and aU that are in on- 
thority: it at once teaches the royal 
principle <^ passive obedience to the 
powers ihat &e, and at the same time the 
great republican doctrine of the liberty 
and e^[nality of all men. 
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Hfts progrefision been the law of the 
moral world ? Has there been one con- 
tinued adrance, especially rapid since 
the Christian era, and nndonbtedly 
quickened, if not created by Christian- 
ity itself? Have new and vast dis- 
coyeries been made ; wide and untrod- 
den fields of science explored ', immense 
and astonishing facilities for the refine- 
ment, comfort and cirilizatSon of the 
world wrought out? Christianity has 
always been equal to herself, and to the 
efFeota of the great impulses she has 
given to the mental and moral world. 
Every new demand, has only served to 
call out new resources ; her capabilities 
have only been developed by the thous- 
and new facilities springing up around 
her— her triumphal car has been chain- 
ed to. them all, and every advuice has 
but increased the circle of her influence. 
She has ever been equal to all the wants 
of all the changing features of the hu- 
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man mmd, and multiform poutionB of 
humaji a&MB. To e^try MaoedoiUaii 
ety she has sot only Itsfcened with a 
•ympathetic ear, but from her in«z- 
haustible fullness graciously sent the 
needed aid. She has had mUk for 
babes, and meat for strong men. 

From the simple-hearted she merely 
asks, as a condition of salyation, *^ Be- 
Une on the Lord Jesus Christ^** while 
before the eyes of the incredulous — the 
'* wise and prudent " of the earth-Hihe 
spreads out the luminous and triumph* 
ant eridences of her divinity. 

The world's txigsncy has ever been 
Christ's opportunity. At the very mo- 
ment when any peculiar instrumeatality 
has been most needed, and promised the 
greatest success, at that very moment, 
from the bosom of Jus church, has he 
called it forth. 

To this source we may trace the ge- 
nealogy of the unnmrous and heavenly 
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jnititntions — which, like 80 many horns 
of plenty, are scattering their blessings 
over all the earth — just as truly as we 
may trace the lineage of our Lord 
through Joseph and Mary, higher up 
even than the son of Jesse — to the 
throne of Gpd. Robert Raikes might 
have been the reputed father of the 
Sabbath School institution, but.it tra^ 
first ttmctizti, of the Holy Ghost, 
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CHAPTER IL 



The Peculiar Call for the Sabbath School 
Institution, 



It would be an easy and delightful 
task, had we space, to show the almost 
indispensable demand of the times, for 
the present voluntary benevolent insti- 
tutions, especially the one we are now 
representing; and the reason why, at 
no previous period in the history of the 
church, they were established. 

The general cessation of murderous 
and petty wdrs ; the well-defined limits, 
and nicely balanced powers of the seve- 
ral civilized and christian governments ; 
the great progress in the art of printing ; 
the consequent rapid spread of intelli- 
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gence and the arts of peace ; the educa- 
tion of the long degraded lower dasses ; 
the vast discoveries of commerce, — 
opening the way alike for the spread of 
troth and error ; the fearful progress of 
infidel sentiments — all combined, called 
loudly upon Christianity for a wider, a 
more diversified, and powerful effort. 
She was ready at the call. With her 
bibles and tracts she sanctified the press ; 
she waked up her sleeping watchmen at 
home, to sound the loud alarm^gainst 
the << man of sin," whose gilded mitre 
and silver crosier had turned the eye of 
the church away from the crown of 
thorns, and the bloody cross, and sent 
her harbingers over every sea tracked 
by the keel of commerce. 

But something more was wanting, to 
counteract the effect of infidelity, dis- 
guised or undisguised, upon the tender 
minds of the youth; to balance and 
consecrate the superior intellectual ad- 
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rantages they were now to enjay ; to 
prepare them for th)§ solemn and respon- 
sible daties, that an age pregnant with 
mighty events wonid derolve upon 
them ; to bring about the great designs 
of the Almighty, in refbrenee to onr 
raee,-«tbe fulfillment of long slnmber- 
ittg, but immutable prophecies ; in short 
to prepare a race, fitted mentally and 
morally, by nature, art and grace, to 
cope with the great antagonist princi- 
ples o#evil, in the ** battle of AVmaged- 
dcm," and to wield the immcmsef and 
still increasing natural fkeilities, pre- 
pared and preparing under the direction 
of Almighty God, against the strong- 
holds of Satan, until the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ. 

What happier or more successful in- 
strumentality for accomplishing such 
vast and important purposes could have 
been devised than the Sabbath Sckeal 
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enterprizef Its wonderful adaptation to 
the subjects of its aTgency — to the ends 
desired Uy be accomplished ; the elear 
and unmistaken order of providence; 
the seals and attestations of the Holy 
Spirit; the great snccess already wit- 
nessed,'— all combine to assure us that 
the institution is of God, and to oon- 
firm our faith in its perpetuity and 
eventual success. 

The institution is indeed in its in- 
fancy, but it is even now ai# infant 
Hercules. When its gigantic pro- 
portions shall be fully developed ; its 
mighty heart beat with a regular and 
healthful pulse ; its iron siiwws be con- 
firmed, and its very weakness be the 
strength of God, what may we not hope, 
yea expect it will accomplish ? 

The full idea of the Sabbath School 
efiiciency has not yet been half em- 
braced by the church. It has attracted 
as yet but comparatively little attention, 
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but its moral forces baye been gather- 
ing ; its statistics ibcreasing by thous- 
ands ; and already its influence has be- 
gun to be sensibly felt. With the little 
care that it has received — ^the dreamy 
and indefinite action of the church — the 
great lack of ardent faith in its chief 
end — the early eonyersion of its sub- 
jects — under the supereminent blessing 
of God, its advance has been steady and 
rapid. Already its literature has become 
respe4teible ; the Holy Spirit has called 
into this field some of the best religious 
writers of the day, and to this most in- 
teresting and important service they 
have consecrated their intellect and 
hearts. Hints and helps^ comments and 
illustrations, are increasing on every 
hand; and what is still more encour- 
aging and inspiring, fhiits and facts 
are multiplying every year. 

Already the reflex benefit of the in- 
stitution is being felt in the church; 



ay Google 



txaghxr's uamval. 19 

thousands from the Sabbath Soho(d.are 
conyerted and enrolled among her mem- 
benihip ; they now lupplj her most 
indefatigable and luccesaful teachers ; 
many stand in her {mlpits, richly clothed 
in the gospel panoply, while others are 
heralding salvation among the dying 
millions upon the outskirts of eiyiliza- 
tion. 

It is to (e the great depository 
of Christianity. Here are the vast, 
although now unseen resources ef the 
various charities that are to bless the 
world — the hearts that are to beat high 
for the salvation of our race ; hands that 
are to present the gospel to every crea- 
ture ', treasures that are to scatter the 
leaves of the tree of life over all lands, 
and all seas. Hither the patriarchs and 
prophets of the Missionary, Tract and 
Bible societies, look for the fulfillment 
of their mighty expectations, the an- 
swers of their faithful prayers, and the 
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firoit of their teafs and labors. The 
eyes of these childfen are to see what 
these veneiable men have long desif«d, 

*« Bat disd wi&ont the dflit.>' 
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I%e higher demands <ff the JnstiJtmtion 
yfrn^its butructtsre. 



LiKx Brety hnmaii Jnatitiition, iU law 
10 progress. It has, H will, it mutt ad- 
reMce, Aad impre^naled tm it is with 
a drriae energy, and guided l>j the wis- 
dom that coraeth from above, its ad- 
Tanoe most be rapid. This will be 
bfought about by memns* In the insti- 
tutten itself, or rather in Um bosom of 
ihe tfhureh, are the decmant gifts and 
graces, laying spread out, itke the dry 
bon^ in the ralley of vision, upcm 
whidi the breaflKif the Bpirtt is even 
now ready to eone, and which when 
thns raised to active isto jhaU aocoair 
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plish the glorious results we have thus 
predicated of this means of grace. 

From necessity, the first important 
advance must be with the instructors. 
The teachers must be mentally and 
morally equal to their duties, or the in- 
stitution will become inefficient; and 
worse than this, it will become a curse 
to the church and to the world — send- 
ing forth successive companies of self- 
righteous moralists, gospel hardened 
impenitents, and stupid and practical 
infidels. This fei&rful contingency, by 
an inevitable law of the human mind, 
must ever attach itself to, and endow 
with, a fearful responsibility, this so- 
lemn and important institution-^it must 
either bestow infinite good, or involve 
infinite injury. Do not the astonii^ing 
hardness of heart, and dinrelnh |p re- 
ligious truth exhibited by many youtiis, 
long attendant upon our instructionB, 
terribly ooofirm this weighty truth? 
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And who will dare to say that the de- 
oision of this great question of *• bless- 
ing or cursing, life or death," does not, 
under Ood, turn upon the faithfulness 
and sufficiency of the teacher ? 

Every reader is aware of the great 
and almost universal improvement made 
in common school education, within the 
last ten or twenty years. In connec- 
tion with this fact, Uiere are two points 
worthy of attention. The first is, that 
this great educational rise has been 
brought about by an advance in the 
body of instructors — the superior means 
<^ improvement enjoyed by them, the 
higher requirements demanded of them, 
and the noted and general improvement 
in every branch, whether of discipline 
or instruction. The certain and natural 
consequence has followed — a surprising 
improvement among the children. 

The second point worthy of notice is, 
that these very children, with all their 
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8iij»e£ior Athranteg^ for mental e«ltiure« 
with their highly edacated teaehera, 
their quiekened iatellecta, their routed 
and excited pasaiona and preeoeiovii 
judgments, are the very aulji^ecta upon 
whioh our institution is to operate. 

If rightly directed, these auperior 
mental adrantagea will become of inea- 
timable value, both to the posaeaaor and 
to the world ; but if, alaa ! as it, ioo 
oflen, is the case, these acquirements 
are unsanctified, all these extraordinary 
opportuniiMs will only serve to add to 
(he &arful re^misibility of the un&ith- 
ful steward, and render him the gieater 
curse to society. 

The temptatiima of our youth, inci- 
dent to theb advanced light and mental 
education, are greatly enhaziced. In 
addition to this, they nmst meet the 
wide-spread and continually inoreaai«g 
corruptions of the age ; the dtssolute- 
nesaof ihe press; the lax state of pub- 
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lie flMimefs and morals ; the mppaUinf 
progrewB of a setni-infidelity, clothed in 
the '' purple and fine linen " of a gor^ 
geous rhetoric, holding out a meet fas- 
cinating bait, especiollj to the young ; 
the increased facUitieB for the attainment 
of wealth, and the all-pervading, all-ab- 
sorbing BHunrnon-worship of the times. 
With all &ese adverse influences, our 
jouths will be called to a strug^ 
against solicitations to sin and to a ne- 
glect of eternal verities, infinitely great- 
er than that required to be put forth by 
their predecessors, to secure the su- 
premacy of a religious principle in their 
hearts—^ struggle in which nothing 
but the grace of €k>d can insuns the 
victory. They are to remain but com- 
paratively a short space of time in dieir 
present pliant and accessible state of 
mind and heart. The great foundation 
of their future happiness, fbr time and 
for eternity, must be laid in the Umltad 
2 
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period, while the tide of wordlj specu- 
lation and sin is low, and the depths of 
the heart can be sounded. 

Very soon the overwhelminif and 
crested wayes of excited ambition, pas- 
sion, and appetite, will come rolling in 
like a flood, and nothing bnt the early, 
firmly based, and omnipotent barrier, 
will be able to resist the shock. In a 
short time the exacting cares of a press- 
ing business, or profession, will absorb 
the mind, and upon the early impres- 
sions, and habits, received and formed, 
while under the eye of the parent and 
Sabbath School teacher, will turn the 
question, whether these duties* shall be 
discharged with an eye single to the 
glory of God, or for an entirely selfish 
end. The great burden of this work 
must necessarily come upon the teacher. 
He must be able to reeeiye the pupil 
from the *' master's" hands, and teach 
him as thoroughly the Bible, and the i 
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•cience and practiee of religion, as he 
has been taught haman brandies in the 
schools. He must be fakhfullj warned 
of the ten thousand allurements that 
surround him, of the dangers that will 
ooatlaue to thioken in his path as he 
advances; the high tone of Bible mo- 
rality must be clearly set forth and en- 
forced ; disguised infidelity exposed ; 
the simple plan of salvation plainly il- 
lustrated ; and the necessity of the new 
bjnrth insisted upon, and followed up, 
until the youth submits. Are we not 
justified in view of these considerations 
in saying that the pressing call now, in 
the Sabbath School cause, is for a class 
of educated and finished teacheni? and 
it is a demand that must be met. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Where are these Teachers to befinmdf 



When we speak of the finished Sab- 
bath School teacher we do not mean one 
well versed in all the sciences ; for this 
alone wonld not qualify him for his task : 
but one well acquainted with the theory 
and experience of salvation ; well versed 
in the blessed Bible and its literature, 
and familiar with the best and most suc- 
cessful plans of reaching the hearts, and 
securing the conversion of the j^oths 
committed* to his charge. But are the 
present teachers to be removed for 
others better prepared for the office? 
And where are these finished teachers 
to be found? The present laborers in the i 

■-- -•' 
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field are not to be mored : they have in 
their hands the power and opportunities 
fully to qualify themselves for every de- 
mand of their statian. It will require 
great sacrifices, perhaps some expense 
and toil; but it must be done. The Sab- 
bath School teacher must as necessarily 
fit himself for his office as the minister of 
the gospel, and for the very same reason 
-^•mucBBs and aotds depend upon it. But 
here perhaps I am met with the assur- 
ance that the teacher's office is entirely 
voluntary, requiring already great sacri- 
fices of time and ease, and that if higher 
desaands. are made, the relation must be 
dissolved. We are fully prepared for 
this. We fear not to press heavily the 
elaims of immortal spirits — the unutter- 
able obligations we owe to a dying Re- 
deemer — the overwhelming convictions 
of the Holy Spirit, home upon the heart. 
Toa eamufi dissolve this relation al- 
though, in one sense, it may be volun- 
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tary. Converted teacher, you have not 
the power to do it, you are not your oiwi, 
but are bought with a price, and there- 
fore bound to glorify Grod, in any station 
where he may see fit to place you. Ton 
have put your hand to the gospel plough, 
and it is not for you to look back again 
with safety. He has called you into his 
yineyard, not to be idle, but to work. 
He has given you talents not to bury, 
but to improve. Woe is you, if you fail 
faithfully to watch over the immortal 
charge — the travail of a Savior's soul 
committed to your care. There are thou- 
sands now in the church, in a state of 
spiritual death, without faith, or hope, or 
charity, only because they are refusing 
to follow the convictions of the Spirit 
urging them forward in this important 
labor. No ! no ! you cannot recede : it 
is death to go back, and if you press for- 
ward you can but die. Dear teacher, 
called of God, you are committed to the 
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work. There can be no possible demand 
that you are unable to meet. With the 
gnoe of Christ assisting yon, you can 
do all things. The means and oppor- 
tunities for the necessary improyement 
are layishly scattered around you. There 
is no clashing in the Divine Proyidences 
— there never was a want created with- 
out the necessary supply was at hand ; 
God never calls us to make the bricks, 
without spreading the straw in our path. 
Never before were there so many fa- 
cilities for self improvement in the 
branches most needed by the teacher. 
The way is plainly opened, power from 
on high is granted whenever claimed in 
faith ; nothing is wanted but a sanctified 
will. When Mr. Wesley needed helpers, 
God raised them up for him, all covered 
with the dust of the workshop or smutted 
by the colliery. They were men of 
small attainments, but blessed with good 
sense, ajid an experimental knowledge 
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of lalTation. It was their duty to f^o 
forth. Wesley saw the hand of Provi* 
dexice in it, and bade them God speed : 
but at the same time it was their duty to 
commence an immediate and aottre pre* 
paration for their important work, and 
so diligent were some of them, that, 
^th all their superabundant labors for 
souls, they acquired an extraordinary 
acquaintance, not only with the science 
of theology and with the Bible,but with 
almost every branch of human knowl- 
edge. So God calls the teacher to his 
task : it is not a matter of choice with 
him. Moral obligation admits of no 
compromise. I am boiynd to do a22 in 
my power. Not only must I discharge 
the duties obtruding themselves across 
my path — meet ordinary and established 
relations, but I must be ready for every 
good word and work ; like our Master, 
I must go aloul doing good. Not oaly 
shall we he judged at the great assias^ 
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for what we have, but for what we have 
not done. The same binding obligation 
makes it imperative that we should, by 
every means in our power, prepare our- 
selves for the most efficient and success- 
ful discharge of our duty. 

No excuse can cover us ; men, im- 
mersed in exacting employments, have 
found time enough to make themselves 
almost mental wonders, on account of 
their linguistic attainments, their ac- 
quaintance with science, or general lite- 
rature. Nothing is impossible to a man 
in the circle of human attainments. 
Shall we stagger at the slight demand 
upon our time and labor, when the sal- 
vation of souls and the glory of God are 
at stake, with the heavenly aid and as- 
•istanee all the while vouchsafed fbr our 
encouragement and eomfoit ? No, God 
forbid ! let us but know our duty, and 
then with prayerful alacrity set our- 
selves to its petfiormaAee. 
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CHAPTEE V. 



The appropriate studies of the Teacher, 

The Bible Doctrines^ viUh hooks of 

rrfttence. 



The more appropriate studies of the 
teacher may for distinction be classified 
under the following arrangement : 

1. Those that relate to the subject 
matter of his teaching. 

2. Those that relate to the manner of 
instruction, discipline, and success. 

3. Those that relate to his own per* 
Bonal advance iniioliness. 
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FIRST CLASS. 

1. And first, and chief of all, the 
teacher should make himself acquainted 
with the Bible, in a very enlarged sense 
of the term. Every teacher should look 
upon this as indispensable. How dare 
I take upon myself the exposition of the 
will of God, upon the right understand- 
ing of which turns everlasting destinies, 
— where every error, as well as every 
truth, is written in indestructible cha- 
racters upon an immortal spirit — unless 
1 have become myself familiar with the 
revelation of that will ? 

1. The teaeher should clearly, and 
experimentally understand ike doUrinss 
of the BiHe^ as received in our eommu- 
nion, and be prepared to give the scrip- 
ture proof of every admitted point of 
belief. 

The Sabbath School never should be- 
come the hot-bed of seotarianiuB, it 
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should never cherbh with the increasing 
strength of early prejudices, uncharit- 
able and dissocial sentiments towards 
any class of professing christians. Here 
must the foundations be laid, if the 
church ever -enjoys a state of external 
union. But while bitter and uncom- 
promising sectarianism is most sedu- 
lously removed from the precincts, of 
the Sabbath School, every christian 
pare^^t has a right to expect that his 
children will be instructed in those 
religious sentiments, that he, hy a rich 
experience, has found to be true — a be- 
lief that triumphed in the dying hours 
of his Others. We form a distilict 
brsoch of ike christian churcb; we are 
surrounded hy otker cbrialiaii bodies re« 
eehring the same Bible:^ cxluhiling, 
maoy of them, the same faitfa jmd tem- 
pers ; trusting in the same Savior, and 
strivinf for the same heaven. Why do 
we not fttiiy unite with tken? Are 
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tbeie five or iix cliti^eBt- religioiw? 
Will other professed cbristians get to 
heaven ? are all nattiral ami reasona- 
ble qneitioiM in tlie minds of the ingen* 
uous yontk. And tlie teaeker must be 
seady with ihe proper answers; they 
must be seripturaly and still better will 
they be if 0xperHnenUiL if he eanaot 
tell his pupils the reason why, he ougrfat 
not to be a Methodist another day. If 
foe does not conceive her faith and dis- 
cipline superior, because mote scriptural 
to that of any other denomination, he 
o»g[ht to continue in its embrace no lon- 
ger, but seek that church that does, 
most nearly, conform to the word of 
GM| awl the analogy of faith. At the 
same time, he must be able to eonyince 
the chiM that direraity in doctrinal 
views does not neoeasarily^ piuduee d»- 
versity in religious aifections^-that re- 
ligion eonsasUng of supreme love to 
Ck>d, and seeiproeai Iwe to man ia <ms, 
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the Mine in all ages, eoimtries, natioiis, 
and sects. 

Our doctrines ara all primarily to be 
obtained from the Bible ; bat it is pro- 
per, at the same time, to receiye light 
and instraction ftom those whose emi- 
nent holiness, as well as superior at- 
tainments, render their teachings wor- 
thy of our Cftseftil study. A little yolume 
called the Teacher's Assistant, pub- 
lished at the Book Room, containing 
simple and instructive illustrations of 
the Wesleyan Cateclusm, will afford 
much aid to the Teacher in discrimi- 
nating, presenting, sustaining and en- 
forcing the doctrines of the Bible, and 
in impressing them upon the minds of 
the young. Next to the Bible, for clear 
aad simple yiews upon this part of the 
toaeher's task, we would recommend 
Wesley's Sermons : they should be in 
eveiy teacher's library. They will be 
of immoBse adyantage to the teacher 
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himself, in establithmg his own heurt, 
and at the same time greatly assist him 
while exhibiting the way of life to others. 
It is for Xhe lack of a correct under- 
standing of the nature of the ^new 
birth,'' the act of justification, the pro- 
cess, means, condition, and eyidenees of 
regeneration — all inrolved and con- 
founded together in the unmeaning ex- 
pression, getting religianj in the child's 
mind— that the piety of our childi;|n is 
of such a doubtful character, so impul- 
siye, unsettled, and evanescent. The 
child walks entirely by sight, he holds 
his confidence while the first warm and 
exuberant emotions last, and then in a 
state of temptation, doubt, and darkness, 
despairing, he gives over the strug^. 
Shall we blame the youths ? ShalL we 
distrust the power of Qod in early con- 
versions ? Shall we permit them to sin 
<m, because they may backslide ? After 
ttll, is not the fiuilt with us? Do we 



ay Google 



40 flABBATH 9CU0Qh 

c^fLvly open up, every step of the wa,f 
to the cross ? do we teach the child to 
distingraish between sjmpathetic tears 
and sorrow, and reid repemtanoe, be*- 
tween submitting^ to obey the commaads 
of God, and tmrtUig in Jesus for ^sr* 
gi'reness, and an ebolHtion of feeling ex* 
eited by perhaps, a momentary pre- 
sitmptimi that rel^ion is ' obtahied ? be- 
tween eonsidering religion to be bnt 
hap^y emotion, instead of a firm prin* 
ciple to live to the glory of God, be- 
tween its being the work of a momcot, 
stnd the bunness of life ? If observatiOB 
and experienoe do not deeeiTe os, here 
lays the secret of not a small proportion 
of the backsliding among the young 
^ouTerts. They do not dearly under- 
stand the way of salyiUion. Is itnot too 
often the case, that we as teachers, are 
too little prepared to shed discriminatiBg 
light upon their path. Converted in 
early youth, tm- we then tnisted, it was 



ay Google 



TSM}pn»,'8 m^m^H" 



41 



years before we really understood tlie 
simplicity of faith. We cannot recall 
now one instanoe, la all o^r attendance 
upon the Sabbath School, where a 
teacher attempted any explanation of 
Hfia vital *pptatt or even prepeiKted any 
definite instnictions upon the way to 
obtain the pardon of sins. Of course 
there are few, or none of the teachers 
who read this humble manual, of whom 
the members of their classes could 
honestly make so unqualified a state? 
ment : but even among yqu, brethren 
ain^ ^Pltj»ri,.i9 tSieif not foo^ far ipn- 
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CHAPTER VL 



tht n$e€9sity of a eritkal knmoUdge of 
tk^ BihUj and of Bible History. 

II. AoAiN, the teacher should have 
•omewhat of a critical knowledge of the 
Bible. 

Hit office iQpposet that he will etm- 
vey information upon tubjeett not -to 
easily understood or to self-evident. 
There are seeming contradictions in the 
blessed volume,* and the youth soon 
discovers them, or is taught them by 
evil-disposed persons. 

These, the teacher must be ready to 
reconcile ; his hold upon the oonfi- 
deAct of the youth depends very much 
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upon his BQoeess in meeting these ob- 
jections. Many passages, to an ordin- 
ary reftder, are dark and unmeaning ; 
&om them the teaeber is to erolye hid- 
den light. Many passages, at first 
sight, may seem to be triie and unin- 
itfesiing ; the teacher, ever ready, 
mast be able to dissect their parts, and 
present their nnobserTed beauties and 
application. 

Our question books are arranged so 
as to draw out the full meaning of the 
scriptures studied, and to connect them 
with the whole chain of inspiration. 
The answers to all these questions are 
not evideot upon first sight to the or- 
dinary reader : they require close ex- 
amination, careful study, and a consult- 
ation oftentimes of biblical authorities. 

A teacher is not prepared to go be- 
fore a class of youths with such a tezi 
book, except in an extreme dMie, with- 
out carefiil preparation. If this is ne- 
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glected, very probably, error will bB 
tnoulcftted ; tbe teacher will be mt lots, 
ashamed of htmaelf aikl diBcoiiragtfd, 
and the class uninterested and perhapa 
dis^sted with their instruction. Wb 
cannot oiRsr excUBe here, a benigti Pro- 
yidence has placed in our way such am 
abundant supply of ki^ for the better 
understanding of the seriptures, that 
none need be unprepared for tlie faith* 
f\2l dischar^ of duty in this particular. 
We have the excellent little voiumeB 
of connnents by Bro. Lon^king, aa rieii 
in instructive matter as they are cheap 
in the price demanded for ^em. Them 
come the larger and more perfect, but 
still cheap vdumds of Mr. Barnes; and 
behind them the more sUitely commen- 
taries of Benson and C^ark'— the Ibrmer 
of which, on some aeeounts, we should 
recommend to the 8aM>8th Sehoot 
teacher, Where but one can he aflbrdBd. 
A small, but valuable tittle vohune, ex- 

— •■■--- - I I _ I I - r -' 
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pUttklng m>ta9 o€ the chief difloulties 
IB inspiration^ and throwin^^ impcHTtant 
light upon the scriptures generally, 
written by Richard Watson, and en- 
titled •« Conversmti&HS for the Youngs'' 
has been published at the Book Room, 
and may be read with much advantage. 

III. It is desirable that the teacher 
should be acquainted with the History 
tftks BHU. 

In the sacred scriptures are related 
certain remarkable events, reputed to 
have transpired upon our earth : these 
are not arranged in a clironological or- 
der, in the diffisrent books of scripture 
by the various inspired writers ; and 
thus their connection with, and depen- 
dency npon each other, are not evident 
upon a casual perusal. 

During the same period in which 
these events transpined, otber occur- 
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rentes of great moment^ with WJiich 
Bible events are involved, and to whieh 
there is a Continual allairion, were 
going on in different nations of the 
earth. J^r the proper, and richer un- 
derstanding of the Bible, it is desirable 
to have its events chronologically ar- 
ranged, and exhibited in their connec- 
tion with the whole hintory of the Jews, 
and the parallel histories of tlie sur- 
rounding nations. This important woriL 
has all been clearly and fully accom- 
plished, and is presented in cheap forms 
for o\xt profitable and interesting study. 
In two small volume^ df the Family 
Library, we have Dr. G4eig't History 
of the Bible ; and in three volumes of 
the same series, Mihnan*s History of 
the Jews. The entertataing worka of 
Josephus will greatly assist the teacher, 
and important information will be de- 
rived from the Ancient History of Rol- 
lin,' the ConnectioiBs of Prictoauz« aad 
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from a cheeper^ and on lome aceoantt, 
better work, of Davidson, lately repub- 
lished in this country. 

All these works, and each of them 
separately, will pour a flood of light 
upon the sacred f age. They should be 
in every Sabbath Scbool library, and 
carefully studied by every teacher. 
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CHAPTBlt Vn. 



Th$ txMgraphy and Topography of the 
Holy LArtd, Mann^ts and (htstoms of 
tkt JBo^, MoraXSdtntt and Etidentes 
of CkrisHtenity. 

IV. It if important again, that the 
teacher become acquainted with the 
ancient and modern gfeographj and 
topography of the Holy Land. 

Continual reference ia made to de^ 
finite prorinces, cities, and villagea. 
Sometimes the whole beauty of a pas- 
sage, not to say its meaning, depends 
npon a right understanding of the lo- 
calities : such as allusions to the cedarg 
cf Lebanon, the dews of Hermon, the 
rose of Sharon, the momOains shout 
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JmtsaUm^ the 9 w d i im§ 9 ^ J9tdmt^ tke 
fmi^netg ef like bmd tf Oaman. 

Oae df the mmt tstoaiilisng ckcms 
of ifblfiUed propfaeey, and prooft of tbe 
iBipiratioB of the Bible, can enlj be 
tuidenrtood and appreciated byan ae- 
quaintaace with the past and present 
jrtate of ench oofitiKriea as Assyria, 
Eggrpt, Idnmea, and Palestine. This 
is otie of the most interesting studies 
in whieh the teacher ecn engage, and 
It will be of immeMe advantage to 
bt«i — enlarging his mind, throwing 
Hght upon soriptnre, and greatly oon- 
flrming his faith. The means of ob- 
taining this ii^rmatioa are so rich and 
Tarions, thai we ane almost at loss ft>r a 
seleelton. 

First of all, &e teaelier shonld have 
a good aneient map by liis side while 
reading or stodying. RtisseU's Pales- 
tine, in nmt TOlume of the Fwauly Lib- 
rary, will be a good taxi book with 
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which to <}OBuiieace the siody. We 
would thea recommend the little toI- 
ume published at the Book Room^ en- 
titled Fulfilled Prophecy, or the more 
enlarged work of Dr. Keith— The £vi- 
<lence8 of Prophecy — a most imraliiable 
and convincing treatise, and one th«t 
has been very auccessful in the convio- 
tion of declared infidels. For the pre- 
sent state of Egypt and Palestine, the 
teacher will nol^nd a better work than 
the rich and valuable Tolumes of Dr. 
Olin. We would mention but two 
other works in this connectipB,-^the 
first is, Keith's Land of Israel — a late 
woik, full of original and tastruotiTe 
thoughts up<m a most important sub- 
ject ; and Home's Introduction — an ex- 
ceedingly cheap and beautiful edition 
of which has just been issued. The 
last work is one of tlte most useinl and 
perha|i8 most neeeasary volumes in the 
4Miehier's library. 
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V. The cnitoiiM, maimers «nd luibits 
of the Jewf^ ami Ori^itahi ; the niter- 
pretatten of the figures and «yiiihol»; 
the import of the Jewish ordi&aiices ; 
the ohuracter of the different sects that 
divided the Jewish chuFch ; and the 
Natural History of the Bible ; -— these 
sttbjeets should be understood by the 
teacher. The Bible was written in the 
exuberant and highly figuratiTe Ian* 
guage of the East ; it alludes continu- 
ally to customs then and there preva- 
lent ; it describes different classes and 
eharaeters of people ; notices beasts and 
birds unknown to us in this hemis- 
phere : an acquaintance with these 
matters will give a point and power to 
what otherwise might seem trite and 
weak ; explain many very difficult pas- 
sages-; and give the mind an indescrib- 
able satisfaction while reading the sa- 
cred oracles. For information upon 
these subjects, no ▼olune will ofl^ 
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gf/bet t oa owne m ttmn Hmtrnt, The 
commentaries 9xe sdbw of tbera well 
flioied with each ilhitttratioM, ma^ it m 
for this Tery ]Hupese 4hftt our nwmenma 
Bible Btctioiiariee kttve been prepared. 
We hare seea a most' valiiable little 
▼ohnBe, entitled * Ablratt's Scriptore 
Natund History/ wMch would do«bfy 
zepi^ the expense and timtf demanded 
for its ptixehase and perted. 

VI. There are two braaehes of sacred 
science directly connected with the 
study of the Bible, to which we con- 
ceive the teacher will do well to pajr 
attention^ even if possibly th^ subjects 
are not indispensable. 

The &ts^ is Moral SeUncs. Nothh»g 
is of more importance in the work of 
sanctifieation, than to have a correct 
view of tjie nature and extent of fnaral 
obUgaUenj our relation and correspond- 
ing duties aiid affections to God and 
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pftBied with Divine ^onvielioiuif wiU 
atcur* ft raoe «f pnneifjtfd, vnsompro- 
nammg^ wid 70! ^ wiae uid prnviftnt '^ 
obdstiftna^^ft cluv of pers^os imtm 
nQi» Bee<M tlian at ths present dajr, 
te iB6ei mud ezpoae the tlMmaaad ibnns 
o# evil ; ex^tott ittwa^ring^. couM^ft 
ia 4he path o xedttade; and Ut he 
equal ta the g^a^ denaadftaiid ittteiiA 
tjons of 4i DiriAe PfOJridcinee UmtadaM. 
&lkn worM. 

This scienee, we are 0etd to kaowy. 
hat of late heen intvodiiocd into sgine 
of the daily lefaoola : it certainly wonliok 
not be out of placa m the SablMi4b 
School ; mort aMsrediy the teaeiuur 
will derive great asriitanee.in knpreai'* 
ing tmtii in morala aad religion, from 
an teqttatatanoe with iti prineiples< 
We need meniarat but one 4ext hoolc 
here, bo ftiSy akul wkoBf^ U the fQlijeot 
ttoire presented, explaitt»d, and ea^^ 
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forced^- we r«fet to Wayknd*B Moral 
Science. 

The other brsaeh of «tudy <to winck 
we iavUe attention^ is the JMdenoBM tf 
Ckri^iami^, For the benefit of the 
teacher hitteelf ; to confirm hie •wn 
fiuth ; to ^pre^^are him to meet infidel 
a»tanlt8 and Satuiie temptationr; to 
induct in hit mind the utmost eonfi* 
dence in the religion he profbaies, and 
in the Bible from which he deriTei it, 
this sabjeet should reeeiTC more than, a 
casual attention. But our youth Tery 
early come unde^ the infiuenee of fhtal 
•pinions. Errors that sap the fbunda* 
tions of our christiamtyare often met 
with in our academies and colleges. 
Infidelity may first ent^ the mind in 
the form of doubtful queries. What if 
Christ and the Apostles were impost- 
ors .^ What if the Bible is^but a tissnt 
of falsehoods, prepared by designing 
men to emt their purposes ? Why. has 
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not the Anbttn Koran as rnnoh claim 
npon oar credence and respect as the 
Hebrew and Greek Scriptures ? Why, 
after all, may not Mahomet and his 
faith haye as high grounds for nniirersal 
aeceptanoe as Christ and his gospel ? 
Why not bow beneath the crescent and 
shout, ** There is no GM, but One^ and 
Mahomet is his prophet," as to weep 
befinre the cross and trust in *' Jesus of 
Naaereth?" 

Who will say the teacher ought not 
to be prepared to answer tliese ques« 
tions to his own satisfaction, and to that 
of his youthful charge ? Shall the 
youth be permitted to go forth without 
any definite instruction upon this very 
foundation stone of the christian super* 
strncture, his tottering spsritoal build* 
ing liable to be shaken by every adverse 
wind of inftdelfty diat he may meet ; 
or down in the lowest stmtum of his 
tender and sensitive mind, shall the 
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beaatifiil and £nBt fiwwItfWw of out 
holy celigum be Imd^ to Im cmmbsM 
then by diTinelj et UUisbed lawt^ tad 
beaome an UMlmUuciifale part of him* 
aeif, kating aa tha foul, and aa imaov* 
ablo aa tha pilbia of beaten ilmualvaa. 
Tbe itndy ii not aaaodaanljr Hrtriottat 
orabovtt tha cMBpieheBsioii of an or* 
dpaaty or yoolh^ mind, iiot tha 
taaafaar fintdigeit it« and then pieaant 
it in a luitable form to the ehildaen* 
A resy happy wa|r af pfesontiag both 
of the abote aabgoots to the teaahera 
and chiUianwoaM ba in/lha. fbrm aC 
winter evening leotoreB from the ptator 
of the ahnroh. We mahai iim donbt hot 
the nunieten wosld emktt ohaatfuUj 
into aa mmng^vwmt, at obob ao lurofit- 
ahla and eondncire to tha spne^ of lenl 
piety. 

Am taxt hooka, we wo«ld name * F»- 
\my*B EiFidenaeif^a amall work, aiMl 
one of the olaacast, moat beaaiifal, m4 



ay Google 



ft7 



ecmviKciiig Umn of mond reasoning 
«Ter written. There is a highly apirtt- 
nal work of this «hara«ter by Biihop 
MaDvaine, of Ohio, iaaued in a cheap 
form from the press of the Harpers. 
Th^ am^M tmHises of ^item, Letlife, 
and Nelson, may each or all of them be 
read with much advantage. Here 
agnnm the prefaant work of H<ffne is 
Mi^^tk9 fitfdeaees of Prophecy, by 
K«jlh, sfaovM not be orerlooked ; and 
a pomsal «f ^ Oatsaen oH the Inapirt' 
tkMi #f the Bible," wtU remove every 
4««bt npon the plenaiy hti^ifalioa of 
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CHAPTER Vni. 



M<itm$r uf r^MAtftjr^^^porel qf 9wc»m0. 



11. Havhto thus acomnulatecl the ma* 
terial, the next irapmte&t end to be at- 
tained, is^ the Hiost enceeMfUl maimer 
of uatng them before the class. This is 
one of the most delicate and important 
studies of the whole. What will siftufy 
all our rich stores of biUieal know- 
ledge, if we do not succeed in gaining 
the hearts of the children ? There is 
much undoubtedly in a natural tact for 
teaching. Many with smaller abilities 
and fewer acquirements, seem to suc- 
ceed better in their classes thim others 
of a higher order of mind and attain- 
ments. But afler all, prayerfVil diligence 
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will ove^ome every xuitaral impedi« 
ment ; make the humble and holy 
teacher fully eqmd to his offioe, and in- 
ture him almost certain success. 

I. The teacher must first fully em-* 
brace the great end of all Sabbath school 
instruction — the salvation of the child, 
not prospectively, but immediately — a 
thorough, change of heart, and not the 
inculcation of good and manly princi- 
ples,and the formation of right habits and 
tempers. If any infidelity attaches itself 
to his mind,in reference to the possibility 
and propriety of early conversions, its re* 
moval must be the first object of his 
prayers and study. It is a well known 
principle of the human mind^Ukal it is tm« 
passible to put forth a volition for the at" 
taiwnent of that we believe to be impossible, 
I cannot will to create, or take any steps 
towards such a purpose, neither can I 
will to fly; because I know these things 
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to be iiiiposftt1>)e. If then, I do not bd^ 
li^e in the etttlj eh&nge of the youth 
committed to my ohasge, I 5^0^ not, I 
cannot labor for its production. And if 
my views are indefinite and unsettledi 
here my efforts will, from necessity, be 
faithless, irre^lar, and ineflfeotual. Will 
not this suggest some reason for the un* 
pehor success of some ordinary teachenft 
over their superiors in mind and educa* 
tion ? They have never for a moment 
doubted the ehild^s need of renewing 
grace, or the power and willingness of 
the Holy Spirit to convert and preserve 
the lambs of the fold. They have looked 
upon their charges as a company of silk' 
ncrs, for whom a Way of forgiveness and 
salvation had been pi^^pared ; in whoso 
behftif especial promises and exhorta- 
tions had been inscribed, as «< They that 
seek me early shall find me;*' "Re* 
member now thy Creator in the days of 
tiiy youth." Hiey have dwelt with un* 
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speakable emotion upon the fatal con- 
•equences that must follow, if the hearts 
of the children 'become hardened, and 
the warning and motives of the gospel 
cease to a^ct them. They have rea* 
sened, ** if these youths now, while their 
minds are free from care, their affections 
meUow and easily moved, their habits 
moral, their associations pious, are not 
aflSn^ted by divine truths, what en* 
ooura^ment have we to expect their 
salvation when they have become so 
accustomed to the ffospel that it ceases 
to impress ; when the mind is weighed 
down with wojrldly business, and their 
oonfirmed habits and associations are al- 
together irreligious? " They have felt 
that almost every prospect of the youth's 
salvation turned upon an early, an effec- 
tual regeneration through the operation 
of the Holy Spirit. Subdued, and at 
the same time inspired, such a teacher 
has gone forth weeping, but bearing the 
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precions seed, not faithlessly, but ex- 
pecting to return, bringing his sheaves 
with him. And the result, time and 
again, has justified the seripture-fbunded 
expectation. Prayer has been heard, — 
the teacher has seemed to be endowed 
with an unwonted degree of spiritual 
wisdom and discernment, — ^the hearts 
of the children have been prepared t6 
receive the instructions,^the earnest- 
ness, the sincerity, induced, and only in- 
duced, by unwavering feith, has gained 
the attention and heart of the child : 
conscience has been awakened, convic- 
tion followed, and the humbled, over- 
whelmed, and yet triumphant teacher, 
has enjoyed the indescribable. satisfac- 
tion of kneeling in the midst of his 
lambs, and presenting them all to Christ. 
This is a vital point. The best text book 
here is the BMe^ containing the lives of 
so many that were sanctified from their 
youth. Jesus taught the doetrine, hit 
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gofpel was sent to the lamis^ as weU as 
to the shs^. The lives of pious chil- 
dren, and the experiences of holj teach- 
evsv naf be ^Kmsolted with much 
benefit. 

II. The teacher shovld weifh well 
his own responsibility. He ought not 
to enter upon his important and saeied 
duties, without reflecting upon the 
solemn account that he will be called to 
tender up at the great day, for the man- 
ner in which they have been discharged. 
The contingencies that tarn upon his 
labors are eternal ; he almost .literally 
holds in bis hands, so far as the immor- 
tals before him are concerned, the keys 
of heaven and hell. While no reward 
can be richer than that of a faithful 
teacher, who can attempt to imagine 
the punishment of one who has slum- 
bered at his post, while his irammrtal 
charge has been rukied by his side ? 

Digitized by Google 



6i AAS»ATH BOMOI. 

The impremmaB of the domesli* titer 
and tb& pul^t, are eitiler confirmed or 
deitoeyed in tb»pre8e«ioe of the teaohev^ 
Bfovght into eneh eloae eontaot ae tkey 
are with each olher, ai^ bronfht tofe- 
ther for the ezprese purpose of reeei vtng 
neligrioiMi iMtnMtion, it cannot bnt be, 
that tbe eonneetion mMt remit ui poet- 
thp» food or OTiL Thk weight ef aoi^ 
shouldonly be laid aside when it is-pkoed 
upom the meroj seat ; the names of the 
preeiova immortals should be wrttlea 
wpon the teaeher's heart, and their i»- 
tereats and sahration homnd up with hie 
own. The best means here again to 
quieken the heart to a Kvely sense of 
its ohiigations, are the BiblB a»4l the 
closti. In the oae, the Hmitkss csonse* 
quenees of sin and graee, are clearly «c- 
kibiit d • in the other they are feit^ and 
impressed^ with an aneti«n, upon the 
heart by the Hidy Spiril. While read- 
ing ih0 fiurm^r^ in view of the ftadUl 
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rospoBsibiUtiefl it placas open m, we 
are led to cry out, " Who is sufficieBt 
for these things ? " Bending, and orer- 
whelmed la the other, the answer oomes 
quioklj down from the *^ excellent 
gloqr" to assnre our fiiinting hearts, 
*^ My grau U smfficUnt fftr ikfe ! " As 
collateral aids, the very instructive 
works of Mr. Todd and Mr. Aleott*s 
<« BmbUtk Sek^l as it should be," majr 
be QQDSBlted with pro^t, containing, as 
they do, raoTing reflections upon this 
point. 

1 11 . The teacher should study his own 
heart and ezperienoe, and the eharaeters 
of his pupils.. He should recall as 
freshly as possible, the ieel|ngs, senti- 
ments, temptations, and religious diffi- 
culties of his childhood, so that be may 
be prepared the better, to reach the pe- 
culiar wants of those committed to his 
trust. The book of his own evly lift-* 



ay Google 



66 BAB^ATH SCHOOL * 

his reli^oQfl impressioiw, reasons ibr 
not following them up— difficulties in 
nnderstftnding the way of life, — this is 
one of the most important Tolumes over 
which he should meditate with prayer- 
fill interest. The state and want of the 
young heart should be understood. Now 
we have not to approach the young in 
the same miuiner as the more hardened 
luid mature. They are entirely credu- 
lous. They will easily believe our in- 
structions. We have not to labor long 
to prove that they are sinners, or that 
they will be lost unless they believe in 
Christ ; all this they receive as soon as 
presented. They need encouragements 
to immediate action, simple and con- 
tinued explanatidns upon the process of 
obtaining salvation by faith. We should 
make ourselves familiar with the dif- 
ferent dispositions of the children, by 
loving familtaiity, exhibited not in the 
school only, but at their bouses ; obtain 
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their confidence and afiection ; weigh 
carefully all their answers when pressed 
to give their hearts to Christ ; take it 
for granted that some impediment is in 
the way, unless they submit, and follow 
up the matter until we discover the dif- 
ficulty. Seek to be 'with the child 
alone, learn his impressions and temp- 
tations ; pray with him and encour- 
age him to pray ; instruct him how he 
may succeed in overcoming his most 
easy besetments ; and how he shall live 
every hour in the day so as to please 
his Heavenly Father. 

IV. In the matter of management and 
tliscipline, the best way of approaching 
the hearts of the children, the best ar- 
rangement of a school, practical sugges- 
tions in reference to the discharge of the 
whole detail of a teacher's duty ; such 
works as Todd's Sabbath School Teach- 
er, The Sabbath School as it should be. 
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and The Teacher Taught, ma/ be read 
with great profit. No teacher who can 
poasiblj obtain these cheap volumes, 
should be without them. 
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CttAPTER fit. 

f%e n$e49§kf and bwn^ qf fm$9wA 
h0linee&-^Books to he penUed. 



Tafe latft class of reading and study to 
which we call attention, is that relating 
to the teacher's personal advance in 
holiness. 

I. We cannot stop to diicnss the 
question here, whether unconverted 
persons may ever be safely employed 
as teachers : for ourself, we are free to 
Confess, that there seems to be a great 
incongruity in an unconverted and irre- 
ligious person's teeushing children the 
nature, and necessity of religion ; and, 
as a parent, W6 should hardly fbe! wil- 
ling to send a ehUd from the warm altar 
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of domestic faith to chill under the in- 
•tructions of practical infidelity. There 
may be extreme ca«ef, but these are ex- 
ceptions. Religion is eminently expert- 
mental: it is not barely receivedy but 
embraced; it does not affect the head 
alone, but the heart. How can its blessed 
peace, its simple conditions, its spiritual 
evidences, the means by which it may 
be perpetuated in the soul, be explained 
to the comprehension of the child, with- 
out the teacher has himself passed 
through all these steps himself, and is 
conscious of its present fruits in his 
heart. 

n. We think we take indisputable 
ground when we say, that the Sabbath 
School teacher should be eminently holy. 

I. He should be so in the first place, 
to enahU him cheerfully to meet the eac- 
rifices he wUl be called to make^ and to 
oeeure an wvidavering faith. It is not for 
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tlie pro|rreMiye adrftneeof the pupils in 
important knowledge that he chiefly la- 
bors. His chief object is not so gratefol 
to the hearts of his charge as to secure 
immediate and close attention, and obe- 
dience to his instructions. He has to 
deal with sinful and sii^loving hearts. 
For a long period his most ardent and 
unremitted labors, prayers and tears, 
will seem to be unavailing. His efforts 
may be treated with inattention or con- 
tempt. His Sabbath exertions may be 
counteracted by the pernicious example 
of unconverted and vicious parents at 
home. His duties require hours of 
prayer, and preparation ; continued ex- 
pense of time and money, and no appa- 
rent adequate return. Now under these 
circumstances what can sustain the 
heart of the teacher but eminent holi- 
ness-— a piety unmoved by surrounding 
circumstimces, not Uie creature of im- 
pulses and occasions. The same divine 
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priiiot{»)e that mores tbo Eternal Mind, 
in his long forbearance to a fuilty race, 
to pottr tke light and the rain upon the 
jast and upon the nnjast, must dwell 
richly in him. This alone will keep 
his heart ever mellow, his head waters, 
and his eyes a fountain of tears ; cause 
his anxieties and love, the rather, to in«> 
crease, with ihie waywardness of his im- 
mortal charge ; make him willing to 
suffer any things do any thing, and then 
even mait for the salvation of God. This 
only will bring ont in their ftill and 
heavenly perildctions the christian 
graces, so necessary and so elective in 
these trying scenes ; — patience will then , 
have its perfect work-'-eharity will be« 
long and be kind— fkith will 

<* Laugh at impouibility, 
And far it mait badUM,**— * 

Dttty will be oheeifhlly performed— n«> 
iinlts left to the Providence of God. It 
wakts up that deep feeling of oUigalioii 



ay Google 



TEACHSR's MANtJAL. 73 



to God and iools, of oyerwhelming re- 
sponsibiKty — eternity is continually 
realized. 

II. Again^ eminent holiness secures 
to its possessor a superior quickness of 
intelligence and a peculiar vnsdom in the 
performance of duty. The office of the 
Holy Spirit is not only to sdnctify^ but 
to enlighten the mind ; to give vigor to 
the understanding, to lead into dU truth. 
Scripture and elperiience juidtify this 
position. " Howbeit when he, the Spir- 
it of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth." " The entrance of thy 
word giveth light: it giveth under- 
standing to the simple." We caii but 
have notibed, while reading the lives of 
eminently pious teachers, the happy 
choice of means — the wonderfVil and 
■uccessAil expedients originated and fol- 
lowed out by them with happy results^ 
fbr iht salvatiob of souls. Now they 
^ 5 . 
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are led to yisit, and pray witk each 
pupil separately ; now tliey pen kmd and 
instmctiye epistles, and then another 
form of approach to the heart of the 
objects of their prayer and faith, is pre^ 
sentedy and all under the tilessing of the 
sugg^sUttg and presiding Spirlt^is made 
to administer to the production of the 
one great end. Holiness empowers and 
strengthens the mind, increases and 
swells its expansions as the liring rays 
of the sun open the leaves of the 
flowers that turn to its light and heat. 
Holiness will actually prompt to dili«> 
gence in acquiring knowledge. A» 
eveiy enlargement of his mind will in* 
crease his capacity of knowing Godf 
and consequently his power of loving 
Hlnif VI ho has an onutteimhle aspiration 
a(ler more and more of His imagt and 
spirit; as every advance aictnally glorifid* 
the great Creator of hismind-^Uie Qivex 
of efiery mental power andmoial esipaci- 
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ty «-^ wImm he w^ and to whom he ha« 
eoniecrated bimself, the holy man seeks 
to inereMe by every poetible means the 
cirele of his leligtouA information. 
^ Little claims'' say* Mr. Upham, ^ has 
any one to the character of a holy per- 
son, who is willing to be ignorant." We 
have not reference in this remark to the 
mere knowledge of natural things, 
whs«h oftentimes perplexes rather than 
premotes the inward life, but to reli* 
ligions knowledge ; to anything and 
eT0rything which throws Ught aponthe 
oharaeter, proyidences, and the will of 
Ck>d, and to whaterer Hhistvates the 
ohaiaoter, relaliens, and moral and re« 
ligiovs dnties of man, holiness eon* 
•idend in its fall extent, is Ji great 
study > a«d he only, who is willing to 
be a diligent and faithful stndent, will 
nnderstaad it Henoe we ace told in Ae 
second ^'sUe of Peter, that God hath 
girea «it sU «hi«gs thai pcstain uAto 



ay Google 



76 BABBAtH SCHOOL 

life and godlineflfl, << thfongh the knotO' 
ledge of him that has called us to ^ory 
and virtue," and are directed in the 
same chaptei^ to add "to our fkith vir*^ 
tue, and to virtue knofoledge" He has 
BO idle moments } he can spend no time 
in a trifling manner; the Spirit that 
dwells in the bosom of a holy^man will 
not permit tJiis; indi^nce or levity 
would drive the tender visiter away^ 
He continually prompts to calm hut de« 
cided action. He says to the inner man, 
*< Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might." He counsels 
him to " buy the truth, and sell it not, 
^80 wisdom and instruction, and under* 
standing." He has before him continu* 
ally, as his great ezamplar, that perfect 
and illustrious ** example of mental and 
moral ipzoellence," who increased daily 
in lotfdom, and in stature, and as a con- 
sequence, in ftvor Iviih Qod and man. 
<« la ccNBmuaiikg with him, the heart 
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and intelleet grow in peifeet harmony 
and proportion ; for he is the fountain 
of all knowledjre. He that walketh with 
the wise, himself shall be made wise. 
How great^ how precious, then, must 
be that wisdom which he who walks 
with Jesus acquires." * 

III. Holiness the mere effectually 
secures the greeU object aimed ai, Paul 
may plant, and ApoUos wateif, but God 
must give the increase. Our success is 
from on hi|^ ; the smile of the Father ; 
the mediation of the Redeemer; the 
blessing of the Spirit, must be added, or 
our labors are futile. Holiness unites 
the soul to God. Like the wheels and 
the cherubim,^ whither the living spirits 
moved, rolled the wheels also ; so in 
close and mysterious communion with 
the Pivine Spirit, moves the nanoti^ed 
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«oaL Ib a heavenly seaw, they hare 
beooine otu. The temple of the heart 
has beeome an ** ark of the teitimony" 
wherein it the ** meroy^aeat," oVer 
which hovers continually the i^riona 
Shebhihah! — prayer is indeed offered 
without ceasing, uid fkHh in the immut^ 
able promises of God, in constant exer- 
cise. Every pr»yer, guided by the divine 
light dwelling^ wiUirn, calls down an an- 
swer ; every act is performed in faith, 
and the blessing of God follows every 
successive efibrt. This waa^ the secret 
of the sucoess of the heavenly Fletcher, 
the self>cmeified Wesley, the pioos and 
humble, bat prevailing Carvosso, of 
Brainard, Page, and of holy women 
not a few, who have now rested ftt>m 
their labors, and whose worics do follow 
them. To assist in reaching this land 
of Beulah, and to inspire the teacher in 
his labor of love, and patienee of faith, 
after the Bible, let him fill his mind with 
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•nefa Irres at we have mestioiied above. 
Our teHgions literature is replete with 
such manuals. Let him read our tracts 
upon holiness, and make it a distinct 
objetet of his most untiring study and 
prayer. We need not here recommend 
the invaluable 'Guide/ coming monthly, 
with firesh, encouraging, and heavenly 
food. There is one work to which we 
make separate allusion, on account of its 
peculiar distinctness, its etoar spiritual 
discriminations, its unsurpassed prac- 
tical lessons, and the delightful sim- 
plicity and plainness of its teachings. 
It may be that it has become particu- 
larly dear to the writer, and he has been 
led to exaggerate its merits from the in- 
valuable aid it has afforded him, and the 
great blessing it has been instrumental 
in enabling him to secure — that work is 
the Jmterior or Hidden Ufe^ by Dr. 
Upham. We cannot close our scanty 
manual of books suitable for the study 
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and remding of the teacher, without in- 
sisting upon the almost absolute necea- 
sitj, for a healthy and pro^table state of 
the institution} of there being a Teacher's 
Library y composed of a careful selection 
of such important worka as are beyond 
the means of a private purse. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Conclusion, 



Such is a bare outline of some of the 
HiQst necessary- qualifications of the 
teacher of our Sabbath Schools at the 
present day. The more zealous anden^ 
terp^izing will be far from being satis- 
fied with what seems to them but the 
beginning of a more enlarged and effi- 
cient training, while others will look 
upon the present schedule as too oner- 
ous and impracticable for the ordinary 
teacher. To the latter we oflfer a word 
of exhortation and encouragement. It 
is not to be the work of a month, or of 
a year. It is a course^ to be pursued 
just as rapidly as circumstances will 
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admit, and an ardent piety prompt. We 
are to begrin with some definite plan in 
view ; study for some preconceived end ; 
redeem time from trifling and harmful 
reading, from idle conversation, and 
from sleep even, if a matter of too great 
indulgence. 

With such a stake as the soul, can 
we for a moment shrihk at the required 
saeriilee. ** I labor h>ng at ray work," 
said the composer of that great anthem, 
« Tke Creatam,* " because I expect the 
work will last long.*' Dear teacher, tlie 
lines we draw upon these immortal 
spirits, can never be efikced ; we ** paint 
for eternity;'* our work passes judge- 
ment in the light of a blazing world, 
befbre Almighty God, angels and uni- 
versal man. The security of our social 
and civil institutions; iAte salvation of 
the world, and the endless happiness 
of millions, in a very large sense, turn 
upon the quaHflcations and faithfulness 



ay Google 



TAAeaX&'s MAmJAh, 



of StMiath Sefaool teadien. <« Amxmg 
^ose whoie eharaeten we sre forming) 
on ik0 eteraal bami of ■oriptund tnith, 
c»e nmy be a Howard, anothMt a Mar* 
tyn : one a Whttefield, another a Robert 
Hall/' a Wesley, a Clarke, or a Wat^ 
ton. ** What an influence I What an 
advantage to have the firtt training of 
the young idea, and io direet the moral 
power of agreat nation ! And yet this is 
the actual prerogatire of Sunday School 
teachers, whererer the system is carried 
into foil and complete eflfooi. Nor is 
their influence qm teachers at an end : 
nay, it has produced its grandest results 
when it is seen, not only in all the com» 
men walks of life, but id the high 
places of society; holding the awful 
balance of justice ; wielding the powers 
of argument and persuasion ; presiding 
over all the civil rights and institutions 
of a great people ; and shining in the 
g<4den candlestick of the chQf«h. It is 
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their higher privilege to tmmi in trahi* 
ing up their claises *for glory, and 
honor, and immortality^, in making them 
kings and priests unto God and the 
Lamb,* What power to do^ood ! What 
honor conferred upon erery faithful 
teacher, and, need we add, what 
amazing responsibility is here !" * 

" No SabbaUi School teacher knows, 
or can know in this world, what good 
he has . accomplished, or what evil 
prevented ; — what long years of rice 
and wretohedness haye been escaped, 
through his admonition and instruction $ 
what daric, tragic events, what deeds of 
blood, what pangs of remorse have 
been avoided through his efibrts. He 
can never tell in this world, how many 
dying beds, through his influence, have 
been lighted up with beams from be- 
yond the cold grave, and rendered 

• The Teiflhtt Tragkt 
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heavenly by tfa« music of unseen epirits^ 
who had come to lead a blood-washed 
soul to the paradise of saints. He ne'er 
can tell what fearful shrieks, what ac- 
cents of utter, dark despair, what wait- 
ings of endless misery have been 
drowned by the whispers of Sabbath 
School instruction, breathed upon the 
infiint heart, as if from Calvary's hal- 
lowed mount." t 

For the accomplishment of these 
great purposes, brethren, in your behalf 
we pray, that the " Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ would grant you, accord- 
ing to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might, by his spirit 
in the inner man ; that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye 
being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and 

t Sunday Sehool Teaeker. 

•*- — ■' '■ I ^- .^..^ ■-... ■■ ... 
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19F6 of Clirist which paamsth knoir* 
ledge, that ye might be fiUed with eU 
•the foUoess of God." 
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General Summary <»/ Bo»k$M • f i*i«*^ 
or Private) Teacher's Library. 

I. On Bible Doctrines. 

Ghriftian Theology, by Dr. A. CSartW — Umo. 1 vol. 
TMdMT'B ilteislBat (nnaU vehtme,) 

fir A roBue ceixscxioar*' 

Wat»on'i Institute* — 8vo. 2 voli* 
Pletoher'iWorks— 8vx>. 4t6I«. 

II. On Scripture Difl5cultie». 

LoDgkiog't Notes— >16mo. 4 vols. 

Baroei* Notes on the Gospels— 12mo. 2 vols. 

Benson's Commentary ^loyal 8to« 5 vols. 
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Clarke*! Co^mentwy'^rojal dvo. 6 toIs. 
Comprehensive Commentary — royal 8vo. 6 voli. 
Watson*! CoBvenations for tiieToong — ISmo. 1 toL 
Oaussen on Inspiration of the Bible — ISmo. 1 toL 
H»me*i IiArodaotioit— 8vo. 3toU 



ill. Bible History, 

Ontline of Sacred History— 16mo, 1 voL {a fiae 
little volume.) * 

Gleig's Histcny of the Bible— 3 Tob. (Family 
Library.) 

Milman's History of fiie le^^i^— 3 vols. (Family 
Library.) 

Joiephns' Works— Svo. 1 voL 



Davidsoki^s Connexion t^ Baeredi and^ro&ne His- 
tory— ISkno. 3 vols. (Cket^.J 
Frideaiix*8 Connexions- 8vo. 9 vols. 
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IV. Geography and Topography of the 
Holy Land (ancient and modern.) 

A good Map. 

Bnuell'i PaleBtme--3 vols. (Family Library.) 

Fulfilled Prophecy —16mo. IvoL 

Keith's Evidences of Prophecy — IShno. 1 toL 

Keith's Land of Israel — 12mo. 1 voL 

Travels in the East, by Dr. Olin— i2mo. 3 vols. 



Robinson's Bible Besearches in the Holy Land, &e. 
— 8vo. 3 vols. 



y . Manners and Customs of the £a8t, 
eflpeciaUy of the Jews, &c. 

Home is the best work for consnltation here. 
Bible Dietkmary prepared for Sabbath Schooli, or 
Watson's Theol<^cal Dicticmaiy — 8vo. 1 voL 
Abbott's Natural History of the Bible — ISmo. 1 vol 



Bosh's ninstratioM of the Holy 8criptarM~8vo. 
6 



ay Google 



90 gABBATH «CHO*t 



VI. Moral Science — Evidencet of 
Christianity. 

Wayland't Moral Science — 15too. 1 ttt 
Paley*! Eyidencei — IGmo. 1 toL 



Emdeaeei of Chriitiaiiity, by Biahop MeDraiie— 

ISmo. 1 ToL ^ 

The small volomea of Nelson and Leslie. 



VII. Best Modes of Instruction, ar- 
ranging School, Discipline, &c, 

Todd's Sabbath School Teacher— ISmo. 1 voL 

Hie Teacher Taught — IGmo. 1 toL 

The Sabbath Sehool as it shosld be— lamo. 1 VOL 



VIIl. Relating to the personal Hdiaess 
of the Teachers. 

Saeh livei as, Mt. and Mrs. Fletcher, Ganroaso, 
Harlan Page, Brainard, and the Biographiet 
of Pious Teachers contained in the different 
«abbs|h Schs^ Xobiaiiea. 
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Tiacti npoa HolineM ; pabliihed at Book Room. 
The " Way pf Holineia." 
Interior Life, by Br. Upham. 

PXBIODIOAI.S. 

Thx StjnixiT School Tsaohbb ; 
Thx Sabbath Bohooi. MstMif obr ; 
PubUahed at A*o. 3 CornkUlt by Reid ^ Rmd, 

Thb Sundat Bobool Aotocatb ; • 
Pn^Uahed at Jfew York, at the Book Room, 
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LoBD of the Sabbath and iti light ; 

I hail thy hallowed day of reat ; 
It it my weary souPs delight, 

The solace of my oare-worn breast. 

Its dewy mom — its glowing noon — 
Its tranquil eve— its solemn night — 

Pass sweetly ; bat they pass too soon, 
And leave me saddened at thdir flight. 

Yet sweetly as they glide along, 

And hallowed though the calm they yield ; 
Transporting though their rapturous song, 

And heaven^ visions jeem revealed : 

My soul is desolate and drear. 
My silent harp untuned remains ; 

Unless, my Savior, thou art near, 
To heal my wounds and sooth my pains. 

O ever, ever let me hail 

Thy presence with thy day of rest ! 
Then will thy servant never &il 

To deem thy Sabbaths doubly blest 
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I. Never once forget the i)bject of 
the Sabbath school. It i^ a well known 
principle of the human mind, that hahit 
Hunts emotion. To guard against 
this will require the strongest and 
most persevering effort. The danger is, 
as in prayer and other devotional exer- 
cises, that becoming accustomed to the 
duties, we are liable to discharge them 
too much as a matter^ course. The 
returning Sabbath finds the teacher in 
his place, standing before the same 
class, with the same book of questions, 
and lessons of nearly the same charac- 
ter ; the questions are asked almost me- 
chanically, and answered in the same 
manner, and the exercise is ended. Net 
thus did the teacher feel the first time 
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he took upon himself the solemn and 
responsible duties of his station. Con- 
scious of his insufficiency, he eamesUj 
besought the assistance of the Holj 
Spirit, and with much fear and trem- 
bling, procee(kd to his task, deeply 
anxious for thf favorable result of his^ 
labors. Solemnly a&d personally, at 
the olose of the lesson, he exhorted his 
class to an immediate acceptance of the 
gospel, and left them, praying in hi* 
heart that his instructions might be 
sealed. The danger of the pupils, if 
uneonTorted, and the necessity of ear* 
nest exhortation, are not less, now that 
they have long enjoyed the advantages 
a( religious instruction, but greatly in* 
creased. Every lesson is a 'savOT of 
life unto life,' or of « death unto death.' 
Every additional privilege increases 
fearfully the weight of tiieiT responsi- 
bility, and enhances tfaehr future eoa- 
demnation. Never, then, without the 
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■erioav reflection, liiovld the teach^. 
er ff> before Jiui clasi ; hit own aooouat- 
abUtty ftt Chrut'8 tribunal, and thai of 
the immortal spirits eommitted to hia 
oare, ahoiUd forbid thb. Upon his fiutho 
ftdaeae or negligence, tnma their eter- 
tuA weal or woe. What a meeting 
wo«ld that be at the judgment seat, be- 
tween a faithless teacher and a con- 
demned Sabbath school scholar ! 

jBefore commencing instructions open 
which ao mach is depending, let ^Forj 
teacher ^ examine himself^" — bring be- 
fore his mind the great <AJ€et of this 
means of grace. Not to enlighlen and 
qaichen the understanding merely, — 
to expound and illustrate acriptare doc- 
trines and iiemoTe difficulties, although 
this is desirable is its place, and may 
be considered a secondary object. Nei- 
ther ia it to teach good morals and man- 
ly principles ; for thia would be attempt- 
ing to cure impure streams while the 
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foimteiii WMT still fille4 with poiMB. 
Bot the primmry) aU-important, ^;r^ to 
be remembered object of the sehool is 
to feciue an itnmeduUe change of keart. 
To this end i^ its exeroiies most temi, 
or the J are unavailing. WHh this and 
in YieWy with the earnest ezpeotation 
that it will be realised, the jkeaaher 
shoidd ftuify his leeson^ and with this 
uppermost in his^ mind, he should «n* 
gafs in, and dischargre his duties in the 
sehool-room. Without this end in view 
the whole labor of the teacher is loH ; 
naj^ worse than lost ; for religious iii- 
stittction, if not a poniime ben^^ is, in 
fact, aa a€tu/U eml. The heart that is 
not changed through its sanctified in^ 
stonmentalify, becomes fearfully har- 
dened. While tkuretktMy 0rtkod9«t^ 
such become pnuiicaU'if it^uUL They 
are so wonted to the most solemn and 
searching truths of our holy religion, 
that now they can listen to them with- 
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out an emotgOQ. Doet not thi* in a 
measiire ttmilt from dhreetiiig our eP* 
forts more to the mind than ksm^^ and 
feeking ntber for future good, tkan for 
an iammeduUe hen^ f Never, tlien, let 
us foiget the main object of our zeal, 
always the same, every time we stand 
befbre our charge — the immediate caur- 
version of ^eir hearts. 

11^ Be sure and have the lesson weU 
understood, and illustrations prepared^ 
hrfmre going to- the doss. The impres- 
sions of childhood are lasting ; a wrong 
scripture ezplanati<Hi, or a perverted 
view of any doctrinal truth, will l^main 
imbedded in the mind, a sad monument 
of the ignoranoe or error of the teacher. 
Nothing will make the lesson pass off 
so i^easantly and so profitably as happy 
illostrations* These will not be sug- 
gested to the mind always at the hour 
of recitation, but should be gathered up 
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damg the ivieek. I know a teacher 
wlio keepe one qoeetion book «l hie 
MM»k-ihop, lo that he may take it VLp 
wheiie¥er he hae a epaie^mmneBt, and 
then ceflccta iip<m the ■ubjeetapreeented 
wbilf about his businen. As in the 
ease re^Mrred to, the elass of sneh a 
teacher will always be flaB and inter- 
esflng. 

Again, nothing will destroy the con- 
fidenoe of the children sooner than hesi- 
tation or apparent Ignorance on the part 
of the teacher ; and when this is once 
lost, all his infloenxse is gone. *^ All 
this," seme say, '^ will require study." 
To be «ure it will, and that teacher wha 
expects to succeed in his class without 
stivfy, is as wise as that fiurmer who ez^ 
pects a haryest in his bams without 
even sowing the seed in spring. Hie 
teacher must study his lesson^ his Bible, 
and his heart, or he will be ill prepared 
to mm Med for etemiiy. 
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HI. Am 9ome iniereming or {«»* 
preeswe subject to hUroduoe at the dose 
of the lesson. No one can fail to have 
remarked, as the time for dismission ap- 
proaches, the distraction and listlessness 
of scMne classes in the scIkk^. It may 
be that the teacher haa paraed through 
the lesson, and left the class to eonverse 
with another teacher, or to retom to his 
home. Perhaps he is reading some 
book, or gazing about the sohool,--^the 
children, uncontrolled, are whispering, 
laughing, and throwing ttemselves from 
one position to another. All this might 
be easily remedied, let the teacher but 
introduce some interesting subject of 
conversation. A book that he * himself 
has been reading, or one that the class 
have read, or perhaps some circum- 
stance that has occurred the past week, 
will afford a fund of pleasant remark. 
For instance, if I were a teaehar in our 
Sabbath school, next Sunday I should. 
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at the cloie of the lesson, «8k — *^ Can 
any one tell me fbr whom the bell tolled 
last Wedneiday?" Some one would 

immediately answer, " Mr. S was 

buried." «« Do any of you know the 
cause of his death?" "I do, sir." 
"Well, what was it?" "Why, he 
went out on the river in a small boat ; 
and it is supposed, as there was a bottle 
of spirits found in the boat, that he was 
drtmk at the time, and while trying to 
skull, lost his balance, and fell over* 
board." Here then, is a subject opened, 
sufficiently broad and interesting to take 
up all the allotted time, ahd a most de> 
sirable opportunity to produce an imme- 
diate and lasting impression. 
Again, were I in a Bible class, I might 
say, " As you all knew and loved your 
former class-mate, M-^ F — , you will 
be glad to have me tell you something 
about her sickness and death. She has 
not been with us for six months, having 
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been wasting away all this time with a 
painfbl disease. Some of you have 
visited her and noticed her remarkable 
composure and resignation to the will 
of God. I once asked her if she felt 
any fear at the certain approach of 
death ? *■ No,' said she, immediately, 
* Not any.' How is this, siud I, others 
fear it. ^I am safe,* sh6 answered. 
And why are yon sttfe? I asked her. 
*I trust in Christ,' was her answer. 
But before she died, she requested those 
that were in the room to be silent, that 
she might quietly resign her spirit into 
her Savior's hands ; and with perfect 
complacency she watched the cold pro- 
gress of death upon her limbs, and the 
settling of the blood beneath her £nger 
nails. Death reached the beating heart, 
and it stood still. Without a groan her 
happy spirit entered the world of rest. 
< Tell my young friends,' was her mes- 
sage from her bed of pain, * that the 
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hour of sickness is no time to prepare 
for death/ " What a blessed oppor- 
tunity is here offered to press the dyin^ 
girl's message home upon the hearts of 
the class, and exhibit, by her example, 
the value and power of relifrioa. 

If we cultivate habits of ^attention, 
reading and observation, we shall not 
lack material for filling up most profit- 
ably the few moments devoted to Sab- 
bath school instruction. 

IV. The teacher should a^ hinnelf, 
just before the school closes, — Have / 
so faithfidly Mscharjged niy duty to all 
my ditssj that I could Tt/tact mee^ them at 
the judgment seat f Death may ronove 
the teacher before another Sabbath, or 
sfme of the members of ike elssB. The 
teacher should do his last work every 
Sabbath day. Wluet bitter reflections 
hiLve filled the breast of the teacher 
oftentimea, when the sudden death of a 
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scholar has been announced ! Let 
eyery child carry away with him an 
impression of yoor earnestness and sin- 
cerity. Let them be made to ftA by 
3roar appearanee and lang nagfe, that 
^*now U the appointed time." Let 
them nnderataad that you have done 
all in yoor power, and now leare them, 
with earnest prayer, in the hands of 
God. 
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PERSONAL EXPEfilENCl. 

Makeyourtt{ffmmUiar toUh the pUm 
rf MlttOum. God has, of late, Uemed 
the Sabbsth schools ^ith many fraoiom 
leviTals. Hwidfe^ hare been tn^^p^ 
rently eonrerted. We most confess, 
however, and we do it with grief of 
heart, that very many of these young 
lambs stray away in a short time from 
the fold, and their strong religious im- 
pressions seem to be lost. There may 
be other causes, but one of the chief 
undoubtedly is, a lack of a dear under- 
standing of the v>ay af salvation. Their 
sympathies easily excited, they continue 
tf shed tears while others weep, and 
then rejoice, reaUy ^ppy^ when others 
shout around them. And this, to the 
child, is religion — this delightful, bliss- 
ful sensation, felt in a spirited meeting. 

» " ■■■ 
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Not finding the same emotion ia th« 
heart when beyond the influence of 
such an occasion,- or yielding to mo- 
mentary temptation, the child, in its 
own estimation, has lost its religion. 
Blessed with tender impressions in early 
youth, the writer speaks with much con- 
fidence and feeling upon this point. His 
experience was similar to that of a thou* 
sand others,to that of nearly all religious- 
ly educated children. Easily moved, 
when others- became anxious for their 
•oul'fl salvation, his heart was melted 
also, and these seasons of grief were 
usually followed by short periods of hap- 
py emotions, and he encouraged a hope 
that he was indeed a Christian. But soon 
falling under temptation, through want 
of a correct understanding, he would 
i give all up, and despair, thinking surely 
if Qod had changed th^ heart, he would 
not thus be tempted and faU. Now the 
trouble was, he did not understand the 
7 
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■ivoplicitjr of fiuth. Wh^a p^il^ot, 
]^n4) aii4 pioiM friej^ds would beseech 
bi^i to believe—** Only believci" th#y 
WoiiUd 4!^y, ''and the work is done;" 
f^Bd fiddy by way of encoaragement, 
**ii is oa, simple." Simple it mi^bt 
.have^ppeftred to tbem, but it was mys- 
tify U^ a ehild. Again tbey would 8«y, 
^t begin to praise God for what he ha3 
already done,,and then he will complete 
the work." *' Open your mouth, and 
he will fill it." From thip ailvice, in- 
^itely varied, but always amounting 
to the sftme |hing, it seemed to be 09- 
msdwcf and only ne^^psax y to believe 
that he had religion, and then he would 
have it. 3ut here was the trouble, how 
could be possibly heUeve lie had it, 
without some evidence of it. However* 
following the advice so kindly given, 
he wouW, perhi^, for 4^ mcwf nt iw- 
dulgc ^belief that th^ grftat work wss 
9or|QCS»9d» api as th9 niftural renialt of 
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tku§ wsIunptiol^ he would feel a relief, 
aod immediately perhapi suppose that 
he had ezeroieed the required faith, «nd 
that the work was actually aecom* 
pltfhod. Of course, as soon as he 
doubted he was again unhappy, and, 
no other evidence of conversion remain- 
ing, he would ipve up in despair. This 
wan hki experience until a dream af- 
forded just the illustration of faith he 
needed. It seemed to him that he had 
fallen irom a vessel in a dreadful storm. 
The bark swept by, him, no one noticiitg 
his fall. Not a plank or a rope was 
there near which he might grasp, and 
he sank beneath the tide. Then came 
the awful truth home with power upon 
the heart, '* you must die and be lost 
forever." What could be done ? A 
life of obedience was out of the quee- 
tion ; for in « few moments he myst 
■ti^nd befiore the Judfe. Then came 
that blessed passant to the mind, ** God 

« — 
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80 loved the world that he gnre his only 
begotten Son to die fbr the world, that 
whosoever belreyeth in him should nol 
perish, but have everlasting life." Thi« 
was the only hope. Deserving wMth^ 
and feeling that it would be just fbr htm 
to experience it, he threw hinHSeif 
•imply upon the promise of God, with* 
out any reference to the results. He 
believed the word of God, and was 
awaked from sleep by the tumult of 
delightful emotions. From that hour 
the whole subject was plain. Faith 
was a simple heart reliance upon a pro- 
mise of God, and conversion a change 
produced by the Spirit, when he thus— 

** Gave up every plea betide 
I am lost, but Jesus died." 

We have referred to our own experi- 
ence only as an illustratidn of the truth 
of the remark, that the teacher should 
be well acquainted with the plan of sal- 

-.^ , 
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vatioD. He should be able clearly to 
teach the child the meaning of the com- 
mand '' Repent," and the nature of true 
penitence; then, simply explain and 
illustrate the nature, exercise, and life 
of faith ', and finally, the work of the 
Holy Spirit upon the heart, and the 
evidenee oi conversion. Then would 
our dear lambs be fully saved, and not 
so soon s^y without the fold, exposed 
to tb« violence of the raging wolf. 
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&00D EIIMPLG FOR -TEAGERS. 



Wfi had jtf»t closed a risit to a aUm 
of yonng ladies in the Sabbath Soho<d, 
having spent th^moneats in trying to 
impress upon their minds, their great 
prtyjleges, and consequent respotfsi* 
bilitj, together with the necessity of an 
immediate submission to Christ : when 
the teacher, stepping aside, with much 
feeling, requested us to remember 

specially, in oar prayer, H , one of 

the class, and, if possible, to visit her 
during the week. 

She then said, that she had been ac« 
customed to choose one of her class, in 
regular succession ; labor with her par- 
ticularly on the Sabbath, and pray for 
her personally, during the week^ 
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The plan, certainly, Is coroniettdable, 
and worthy of imitation. It will induce 
a more definite and deeper interest in 
behalf of the pupil in the heart of the 
teacher ; and such labors, sanctified by 
ferrent prayer, and hallowed by chris- 
tian affection, cannot fail of Grod's bles- 
sing, or encouraging success. . 

We have known a teacher, in addition 
to this ooarse,enoourage an unrestrained 
and free communication of thought and 
feeling, between her class and herself, 
by writing short letters to them, seye- 
rally, and requesting a return of the 
same familiar intercourse. Wo have 
read many of these little communica- 
tions, both from the teacher and from 
her deeply attached pupils, all of whom 
were converted to God, through her 
unremitted labors, prayers and tears, 
under the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
That teacher is now in Heaven: her 
death was triumphant; and so far as 
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we koDW^ UMm pupUa are now all on 
tkeir way to meet her there. What an 
eestatic jaeeting that will be, between 
the faith^l teaeher and her redeemed 
class I 
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, MiNNER m APPEARANCE IN 
TBACHINS. 

Ds4R teacher, the sonlt of those 
children are imniortal, and in imminent 
danger. In a large sense their endless 
happiness or misery is placed within 
yoi:ir hands. Faithlessness on your part 
may insure the utter loss of the death- 
less spirit, while unremitted faithfulness 
will almost oertainly secure their final 
and glorious salvation. With such in- 
finite consequences attending upon your 
teachings, how solemn, how prayerful, 
how devoted ought you to be ! Every 
line of your instruction, every uttered 
precept, every act of faithfulness, and 
every omi^aion or error, will be repro- 
duced again, and rendered fearfully 

Digitized by Google 



114 Hlirrtf TO TSACMtRS. 

visible, in the searching light of eter* 
nity, and will pass the decision of the 
eternal Judge. Eyery one also of these 
souls will be there, a star in your crown 
of rejoicing, or a fatal eyidence of your 
irremediable neglect. In the discharge 
of a duty at once so solemn and respon- 
sihle, clo«e attention must be paid, not 
only to the matter^ but also to the man« 
ner. There are certain natural signs 
that always accompany deep and sin* 
oere emoticm, hard to be counter^iled 
or imitated, hot Aerer wmting where 
tliem is real feeling in the heart. 
Wherever these are lacking, distrust or 
loss of confidence is the result, or«lse 
the truths presented fkll coldly upon the 
ear without ^ffiicting the heart. Look 
at that physician : he is oondcieting ftii 
exceedingly delicate and dangerous 
operation. How much sympathy fbr 
the suffiftter is expressed in his coun- 
tenance ; how deeply absoibed in the 
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pfocewB ; with what carefbl Bcmtiny 
does the eje fellow the steady and weil 
trained hand. And why all this eon» 
ceMtrated thought, and feeling, and 
care ? The i.rrB of the patient is at 
stake, and he feels the weight ai the 
oonseqoenees that hang upon his sno- 
oess or &iliire. Look at that mother t 
her daoghter is jost passing through the 
crisis of a severe fever. O, see the 
living anxiety, too evidently written 
upon that oonntenance, worn by wmteh* 
ing, safi^ng, and tears ! How atten- 
tive she HIT to the most minvte direotioii 
of the physieian; how sofUy she fliti 
across the room; how tenderly sh» 
bends over the couch, marking every 
change in the breathing of the sick one, 
daring the short and disturbed moments 
of repose. It is her child, and its lifb 
is uncertain. No wonder that sorrow of 
heart throws its tfaadow upon her faoe. 
And this sane ileepleM tfare and mani* 
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feaied saxieij jrill be conttimcd as ]omg 
ai thft questioa of life remains nude* 
oided. It will be only when the first 
eertain symptoms of returning health 
and hope exhibit themselies, that » 
j^leam of blessed light will break threvgh 
the elond npon the parent's fiic9--*4ier 
step beeome quicker and more buoyant^ 
and her Toice seund with cheerful 
aocents. 

Theee dear children of our charge are 
mortally stok. They are new passing 
through the fearful crisis. If the ^^balrn 
of Gilead" is notrapplied by tiie «^ Great 
Ph3rsieian,'- they are for ever lost. The 
ease is peeuliaiiy delicate; it is en- 
trusted to our care. Every thing, undet 
God, depends upon our successful man* 
agement. The stake is the souL ShaU 
we operate upon this diseased immorbul 
part with less manifiwted feeling, with 
less real anxiety, and with ii^srior ease 
and atteutiMi than the ph|»ieian of Umi 
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bod J? Shall oar hearts swell with less 
eiBotion, our ooimtenanoes ezi>ress less 
interest, our words give eridence of far 
less hope or fear, while an immortal 
spirit lies panting between life and j 
death, heaven and hell, than is felt, | 
than we /eeZ, when the life of the mor- 
tal and oorraptible part trembles be- I 
tween expectation and despair ? Dear 
teachers, we do not/e«2, we do not 6e- 
liev&, and therefore we engage \t^ our 
solemn tasks with little emotion in the 
heart, and an inexpressive, if not 
thotightless, countenance. Almost me- 
chanically the ' tremendous truths of 
inspiration are presented, as matters of 
fact or opinion, with little reference to 
their deep and abiding personal interest 
to every one of the Immortal souls in 
the class. Heaven and hell, blessing 
and cursing, salvation and damnation, 
life and death, are all discussed in the 
same impertctrbable caUnness, or with- 
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oo( «Bj lively emotion. No wondar 
the ohildren remain nneonverted and 
^row up to be formalists, hardened nn- 
belieters, or praetical infidels. 8ho«ld 
either of these children be exposed Co 
temporal danger, should they fall into 
the sea, or be placed in hazard by the 
fire, you. would put forth almost super- 
human efforts lor their rescue ; and y«t 
you follow them to the ^cean of eter- 
nity, the flames of the second death, 
the grave of their immortal hopes, 
without o£6im»g but the faintest exer- 
tion for their salvation, or expressing 
but Utile aensibility in view of their 
peril. Thie awakened aeal, heavenly 
unction, smoere ansriety of which we 
are speal^ing, is not to be exhibited at 
' intervals, or to wane through the stub- 
bomiiMf of the pupil. It is to be an 
e verlftatiug flftme ; apart of the tesoher't 
•vf ry day exp^xienoe* It i9 to bf ahown 
in every }«p9oii| dnxlng 9vnfy nomtat 
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of the how: of meeUn^r, whenever he 
meete them, at all times. The namea of 
the class members should be written 
upon his heart, and with it be laid upon 
the altar of Crod whenever he enters 
his closet ; every favorable opportunity 
during the week, for religious discourse 
with them, should be sought, and every 
means that enlightened wisdom, living 
devotion, or that the guiding Spirit may 
suggest, should be put in exercise to ac- 
complish a work of such incomparable 
moment. So far irom their obstinacy 
producing remissness on his part, it 
should be only a stronger incentive to 
more fervent prayer and diligent labor ; 
for their danger is greatly enhanced by 
their wilful refusal or wicked procrasti- 
nation. 

Would not such a coarse, faithfully 
continued by every teacher in our 
schools, produce most desirable and 
happy consequences ? Would not the 
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intense 'feeltngr of the teacher awaken a 
responsive emotion in the heart of the 
scholar ^ Would not such earnest pray- 
ers and such indefatigahle exertions re- 
ceire the blessing of the Holy Spirit 
and he eminently snccessftil? Wonld 
not our children more generality be- 
come, in very deed, Iambs of the Sa- 
vior's <bW ? May the gteat Shepherd 
bless yon, brethren and sisters, endow 
you with wisdom, inflame you with 
zeal, and crown your labors of love 
with the most encourzi^ng success ! 



ay Google 



Watm TO TXAOHXM. ISI 



etHJN8SL8 Ta SHNDAY SCBOOL 
TGiCHSRS. 

1« AC^VIBX CORRXCT TIX#S OV TOUR 

WdMC.— Without this, howevdr dili- 
gently yon may labor, and however 
earnestly you may desire success, you 
wilF inevftacbly and greatly fail. Your 
^t reijuisite as teaehdrs, is to make 
younielyeB aeqnamted with &e work 
before yo«. 

lUniembe^ its greai thjMt. — ^And ii^at 
k thi« ? Happny, it is not to give chil- 
dren eleBM^IHIitfy inttniotion in spelling 
iHd rei^din^. Toor wofk is of a hi^;her 
«Tder,— your end nobler. It is the 
Seriptimd initrnction and oonvereioh of 
^Hdren.-^To you it especially pertaini 
to histil into their minds the precioiig 
traths of the word of Qod. Nor eoh 
8 , 
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your duties be discharged withovt the 
inculcation of these truths , or your end 
gained, till by the divine blessiiig,, they 
are made instrumental to the genuine 
conversion of yo\rr scholars. This ob- 
ject is clearly worthy of your most per- 
severing effort. 

Consider Us high importanee^ — Tour 
work connects itself with the spiritual 
and eternal welfax;e of souls. Every 
child you instruct possesses an immor- 
tal spirit, more valuable than a worJd ; 
and your faithful exertions aim at, no- 
thing less than the boundless blessed- 
oesf of such a spirit. Your work rsnktf 
jiext to the Christian minisfry, and is 
greatly copduoive^to its saiooMs. When 
■you fulfil .your ofilce rightly, you axe 
fellow-laborers with the ministeni of 
•Christ ; and but few things oontribmte 
jnor^ to the prosperity and ineream of 
a Christian Church than an efficient^ 
.«<Kidacted Sunday sohooL 
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TTiink qf its eoletiin responsibility. ~^ 
You have children under your infltt- 
ence, and jott are to care for their souls. 
They are placed with you for instruc- 
tion : you are to educate them for eter- 
nity. Meditate on the fastness of your 
trust ; and retnemher that trust is com- 
mitted to you that you may discharge it 
aright. 

3. TvhTtt T017B DUTIES IV A PROPER 

■PiRiT.^Very much will depend on 
this. If a correct estimate of your work 
be essential, so will be a right disposi- 
tioa in performing it. Let me name a 
few partictdan:*^ 

W&Hng and entire eonsecration. — 
Toor work pre-eminently requires this. 
Natural talents, however shining, and 
superadded acquirements, however va- 
ried and useful, will do but little with- 
out a devoted heart. Pronectite your 
duties With an earnestness proportioned 
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to their claims. Be paaetiudly at jrotir 
poBt when the hourd of teaohing wriUr^ ; 
and let those hours (for they are few 
enough) be diligently «ad £utitifully o<^ 
•upied. 

D$ep wU unagtcUi hmmUit f, Svob 
a disposition is requisite* on laaay ao- 
counts. In order to be good teadiieni 
you must yourselves be habitually learn- 
ing. In the engagements of the school, 
moreorer, you do not set alone, but in 
•ssociatsoii with your felloW-teaoheni;, 
eaeh of whom perf<»mtf his own part \h 
a work which unites and emfteys the 
whole. Ifettoe arisea th» neeesvit^ of 
an humble, yielding spirit, that all ftay 
work together in imanimity and petee. 
Keep in yjew the temper of Hiw in 
whose cause you ase engaged, who WM 
pre-eminently "meek and lowly in 
heart," and who «« pleased not himself." 

PadtnU and zealmts fWBm&t^Mnc^i^ 
Few qualifi ca tio M aM more 
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than ihii in tiw eharaotei^ of a traeful 
tMclier. The ignonmee, thottg^htless- 
mem, and ^sobediasee that often appear 
among Ohildren, the cottoteraeting in- 
floence too fireqaently excited bj bad 
example at heme, together with the 
length of time that yonr l^^rs may 
•eem tinsucoeflsfhl, place Ibrmidable 
obatacles in yoor way^ which, unlesB 
yon e«iltiVate sapirit of patient and de- 
termined perseverance, will induoO you 
to giye np your work in disgust. ** Be 
not w«afy in well«doing, for in dtie time 
y« akall reap if ye fkint not." 

Barmst and wncmwivigt prayet.-^Ref' 
namber yonr conatont and abvolnte &&- 
peAdenOe on God fw nsefblneM; Coni. 
Mend your childien, and the iilstme>- 
tftmi^ jmi giye them, to €(od. Go fW»m 
the metey^'Stat to yonr clas^, and firora 
yO«r elaM to themelrcyHMat again ; and 
thit» aeaaM the perfbraumee of the 
promiae, — ** Every one that aakath i^ 
ceiveth/* 
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Firm and in^Ucit fidtk, — ^This yoa 
Bmy— you ought to cherishi The lU* 
deemer says to thode wholabot for him, 
*^Acoording to your fktth, be it unto 
you." Cherish, then, aa unhesitating 
oonytetion that God will bless your ef- 
forts. Let yours be a ^» work of faith/' 
as well as a «Uabor of loye." God is 
glorified by this firm relianee on him ; 
and he has said, ^ Them that honor me, 
I wiH honor." 

3. ENTXllTAIir SVITABI.X XXFSCTA* 

TioNB. — It has been already intimated 
.that you need encouragement. None 
are more fully aware of this than 
4>reachers of the Gk)spel. Engaged in 
m> woriL in which they hail yon as edit- 
able ooadjutors^ they know wdl the 
difficulties that arise to try your pa- 
tience and your fkith. The expecta- 
tions you are warranted to entertam 
are anafa as these-^^- 
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That the sympathies and prayers qf 
the Church arc toith you. — You do not 
labor alone. It is pleasing to mark the 
growing interest that Christians and 
tChristian Churches are taking in Son- 
day school operations. And if Esther 
was strengthened in her purpose to ap- 
.protch the king by the bating and 
.prayer of the Jews on her behalf, is it 
.not animattag to reflect, that while you 
are laboring with the children, God*s 
people are sympathizing in your diffi- 
culties, and praying for your success ? 

That the diwHe approval will rest on 
your labors* — By calling you in his 
proyidence to the Sunday school, and 
plaeiiig the ehildrMn under your care, 
God is plainly saying to you, *^ Occupy 
till I come :" and the issue of the parable 
sufficiently shows how he regards all 
who *' occupy'' with fidelity and zeal. 

That you will receive a heavenly re- 
compense, — Tour aims are not limited to 
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time ; do aot restrict your eipectations. 
Whatever foccess may cheer yoti) or 
whstever want of snccets may try yon 
here, your great reward is on high. 
When Um d4y of final decittoii shall 
arrive, <* Qod will not be tinrigfateoni to 
forget yoor work and labor of love/' 
To every holy and devoted teacher H 
ahall then be said, «< Well done, good 
and faithful servant, thoit hast been 
faithiiil over a few things; I will midce 
thee ruler over many things; enter 
thon into the joy of thy Lord." «« There^ 
f6re, tny beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, mnmovable, ahir&y* abownding in 
the work of ihei Lord, forasmuch as ft 
know that yonr labor is not in rum in 
the Lord.** 
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